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Classification of types of partners and target groups 
 

No 
Main 

categories 
Examples Sub-categories 

Measurement 
unit 

1 Local public 
authority 

municipality, etc.  [number of 
organisations] 

2 Regional public 
authority 

regional council, etc.  [number of 
organisations] 

3 National public 
authority 

ministry, etc.  [number of 
organisations] 

4 Sectoral 
agency 

local or regional development 
agency, environmental agency, 
energy agency, employment 
agency, etc. 

 [number of 
organisations] 

5 Infrastructure 
and (public) 
service 
provider 

public transport, utility company 
(water supply, electricity supply, 
sewage, gas, waste collection, 
etc.), airport, port, railway, etc. 

 [number of 
organisations] 

6 Interest groups 
including NGOs 

trade union, foundation, charity, 
voluntary association, club, etc. 

 [number of 
organisations] 

7 Higher 
education and 
research 

university faculty, college, 
research institution, RTD facility, 
research cluster, etc.  

 Public research 
institutions 

 Private research 
institutions 

 Universities 

[number of 
organisations] 

8 Education/ 
training centre 
and school 

primary, secondary, pre-school, 
vocational training, etc. 

 [number of 
organisations] 

9 Large 
enterprises1  

  [number of 
enterprises] 

10 SME2   Micro enterprises 

 Small enterprises 

 Medium enterprises 

[number of 
enterprises] 

11 Business 
support 
organisation 

chamber of commerce, chamber 
of trade and crafts, business 
incubator or innovation centre, 
business clusters, etc. 

 [number of 
organisations] 

12 EGTC   [number of 
organisations] 

13 International 
organisation, 
EEIG  

  International 
organisation under 
national law 

 International 
organisation under 
international law 

[number of 
organisations] 

14 General public3    

15 Other4    
 

                                                           
1 An enterprise is considered any entity engaged in an economic activity, irrespective of its legal form. This includes, in 

particular, self-employed persons and family businesses engaged in craft or other activities, and partnerships or 
associations regularly engaged in an economic activity. Regulation (EU) 651/2014, Annex I. 

2 SME: enterprises which employ fewer than 250 persons and which have an annual turnover < EUR 50 million, and/or an 

annual balance sheet total < EUR 43 million. Micro-enterprise: employs fewer than 10 persons and annual turnover and/or 
annual balance sheet total < EUR 2 million. Small enterprise: employs fewer than 50 persons and annual turnover and/or 
annual balance sheet < EUR 10 million. (Regulation (EU) 651/2014, Annex I) 

3 Relevant only for target groups 
4 Relevant only for target groups 


