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Promoting	the	work	of	United	Nations	Environment	
Programme	(UNEP)	in	Poland	since	1991.

• Defines	global	policies	supporting	sustainable	development.

• Generates	knowledge	about	the	state	of	the	global	environment.

• Promotes	a	cohesive	implementation	of	the	UN	Sustainable	Development	
Goals	and	responsible	resource	use.

• Supports	the	fight	against	pollution.

UNEP/GRID-Warsaw	Centre
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Bartłomiej	Kozek
• Sustainable	development	specialist	in	the	UNEP/GRID-

Warsaw	Centre.

• Field	of	expertise:	climate,	circular	economy,	cities.

• Author	and	co-author	of	articles	and	reports,	such	as	
‘Green	New	Deal	in	Poland’,	‘Green	New	Deal	in	Poland:	
Social	Dimension’,	materials	regarding	eco-taxation	and	
inter	linkages	between	climate	change	and	public	health	in	
Political	Critique’s	readers.

• Co-ordination	of	a	cycle	of	debate	regarding	green	jobs	
organised	by	Green	Zone	Foundation	in	2015.

• Commentator,	editor	and	translator	– Polish	correspondent	
of	the	Green	European	Journal.
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Climate	crisis



www.gridw.pl

The	scale	of	the	challenge
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Partnerships	for	Change
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A	call	to	action



EU	action
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European Green	Deal
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Buildings	responsible	for	
40%	of	EU	energy	use

Decreasing	energy	import	
reliance	from	55	to	20%

Transport	Responsible	for	ca.	1/4	of	
GHG	emissions	of	the	EU

CE can	reduce	emissions	from	steel,	
aluminium,	cement	and	plastics	by	56%

Phasing out	high-emissions	materials	
in	the	building	sector

7	pillars	presented	at	COP24	in	Katowice	(2018):
• Maximising	positive	outcomes	from	energy	efficiency,	

including	from	zero-emissions	buildings.
• Upscaling	renewable	energy	sources	for	a	total	

decarbonisation	of	energy	supply	in	Europe.
• A	clean,	safe	and	networked	mobility.
• Competitive	European	industry	and	circular	economy	

as	a	crucial	enabler	of	greenhouse	gas	emissions	
reductions.

• Development	of	an	adequate	network	infrastructure	
and	interconnections.

• Reaching	the	full	potential	of	the	bioeconomy and	
creating	necessary	carbon	storage	options.

• Eliminating	the	rest	of	CO2	emissions	through	carbon	
capture	and	storage	(CCS).

European Green	Deal
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European Green	Deal

Aims:

• Climate	neutrality	of	the	EU	by	
2050.

• Raising	the	emissions	reduction	
goal	for	2030	from	40	to	50/55%.

• Taxing	products	from	countries	with	
weaker	environmental	standards.

Selected	elements	of	the	plan:

• Integrating	Sustainable	Development	Goals	to	the	
European	Semester.

• European	Climate	Law.
• Circular	Economy	Action	Plan.
• EU	Industrial	Strategy.
• Decision	regarding	raising	emissions	reductions	to	2030.
• Strategy	regarding	the	chemicals	sector.
• Strategy	on	sustainable	finance.
• Actions	targeting	a	zero-emission	steel	sector	by	2030.
• Strategy	regarding	offshore	wind	power.
• Strategy	on	climate	change	adaptation.
• Border adjustment tax	proposal.
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EU	Bioeconomy Strategy
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EU	Bioeconomy Strategy
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EU	Plastics	Strategy
Why	was	it	important	for	the	EU:

• A	complex	environmental	
problem	(microplastics,	climate).

• Common	market	creating	global	
standards.

• Harnessing	opportunities	from	
circular	economy	opportunities.

• Changing	consumer	attitudes.

Key	assumptions:

• Raising	the	levels	of	recycled	
resource	used	in	products.	

• A	rise	in	recycling	levels.
• Ban	on	single-use	plastic	products	

for	which	alternatives	exist.
• Stimulating	eco-design.
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Implementing	the	Circular	Economy
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Circular	Economy	Action	Plan
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