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What is a GI Strategy?

European Green Infrastructure Strategy aims to ensure 
that the protection, restoration, creation and enhancement 
of green infrastructure become an integral part of spatial 
planning and territorial development whenever it offers a 
better alternative, or is complementary, to standard grey 
choices. 
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What is a GI Strategy?

From: Green infrastructure
Strategies. An introduction for
local authorities and their partners.
NaturalEngland
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What is a GI Strategy?

In MaGICLandscapes, we chose Case Study Areas that 
aren’t towns or cities, but pieces of territory that include 
natural areas, agricultural areas and urbanized areas.

In several cases, the study areas correspond with National 
or Regional Parks.
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What is a GI Strategy?

Our strategies, consequently, have to consider the GI in the wider 
meaning:
A strategically planned network of natural and semi-natural areas with 
other environmental features designed and managed to deliver a wide 
range of ecosystem services such as water purification, air quality, 
space for recreation and climate mitigation and adaptation

This network of green (land) and 
blue (water) spaces can improve 
environmental conditions and 
therefore citizens' health and quality 
of life. It also supports a green 
economy, creates job opportunities 
and enhances biodiversity. 
The Natura 2000 network 
constitutes the backbone of the EU 
green infrastructure
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Strategy structure

Each strategy must refer to all the results of the previous 
phases:

• Transnational mapping

• National and Regional mapping

• Naturalness, connectedness and functionality 
assessment

• Field mapping

• Public Benefit Assessment
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Water management
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Strategy structure

The benefit priorities identified through the 
consultation activities with the stakeholders 
must also be taken into consideration.

Similarly, information on 
the location and 
quantification of actual 
benefits must be taken 
into account
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Strategy structure

The strategy will be hierarchically organized in general 
objectives, detailed objectives and targets, eventually 
differentiated for specific areas (if necessary).

General objectives will be directly linked with the benefit 
identified as priorities.

For each general objective, one or more detailed 
objectives will be defined. The detailed objectives will be 
localized in specific portions of the Case study areas and 
will be described in detail.  
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Strategy structure

General objective A Benefit 1
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Strategy structure

General objective A Benefit 1

General objective B Benefit 2



TAKING COOPERATION FORWARD 22

Strategy structure

General objective A Benefit 1

General objective B Benefit 2

Detailed objective x Area a
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Strategy structure

General objective A Benefit 1

General objective B Benefit 2

Detailed objective x Area a

Detailed objective z Area b
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Strategy structure

General objective A Benefit 1

General objective B Benefit 2

Detailed objective x Area a

Detailed objective y Whole area

Detailed objective z Area b
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Strategy structure

The choice of the general objectives is guided by the 
needs, the threats, the strengths, the weaknesses and 
the opportunities defined within the Public Benefit 
Assessment.

The localization of the detailed objectives is guided by 
the geographical information previously collected.
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Action Plan

The Action Plan is the implementation of the Strategy: 
the way to concretize the objectives identified in it.

Detailed objective x
Action 1

Action 2

Action 3

Action 4

Who
How
Where
With what money
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Action Plan

To draft the Action Plan we can define a list of types of 
action that have a correlation with a specific benefit.

Whenever possible, we will prioritize win-win actions: 
actions that respond to different objectives (and are 
finalized to different benefits).
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Action Plan

In the Action plan we can insert only the action for which 
we can define who is the principal actor, in which way it 
can be realized, where is the best localization and what 
could be the sources of funding.

This means that we probably can’t insert in the Action 
Plan all the objectives defined in the Strategy. But the 
Action Plan can be implemented when some action may 
become feasible.



TAKING COOPERATION FORWARD 29

In conclusion:

The Strategy can be also a book of dream

but

The Action Plan is a work agenda
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