SUSTAINABLE
MANAGEMENT

OF MONASTICAL
FORESTS




The Altenburg Abbey looks over the Lower Austrian
Kamp Valley and is surrounded by wide broad-leaved
forests. The Benedictine monastery focuses on the
implementation of measures promoting biodiversity,
wildlife management and species protection.

Around 2,800 hectares of woodlands are managed by
natural regeneration. Deadwood is left in the forest
providing habitat and food for a variety of species
like birds, the natural antagonists of many pests.
Instead of clear felling which usually covers large
areas only single trees are harvested - and this is
done in the traditional way using horses. The order
also invests in adapting to climate change by using
regional forest tree species. Spruce forests are being
returned to broad-leaved forests as they were 200
years ago.
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