
Macroregional cooperation on promoting green economic transition

Online| 7 December 2021

Results of PROSPECT2030 project, role of macro-regional strategies in the 

Southern Great Plan Region

Károly Oelberg | AACM Central Europe | 



TAKING COOPERATION FORWARD 2

CONTENTS

Objectives

Macroregional 
context 

Project 
Partners and 

funding

Project 
structure

Green transition 
in the Southern 

Great Plan 
Region



TAKING COOPERATION FORWARD 3

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Good governance at regional level for a better use of public funds!

• PROSPECT2030 project focuses on good governance as the key driver to 

unlock the energy transition towards a low-carbon economy. 

• The key actors are regional public authorities. 

• We need to raise awareness about the urgent need for regions to adopt 

climate mitigation actions: public funds are to help, but we need to use 

them wisely.

• A better understanding of the current situation with a critical look at what 

has been done in the 2014-20 period is the starting point the for triggering 

policies that increase effectiveness of public funds planned beyond 2020.

• The ultimate goal is to pave the way for the creation of sustainable energy 

regions with a higher share of renewable energy sources. 
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PROJECT PARTNERS AND FUNDING

6 countries

10 Project Partners

9 Associated Partners

7 selected Target Regions
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PARTNERS REGIONS
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PARTNERS REGIONS

EUSALP EUSAIR

EUSDREUSABR
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PROJECT STRUCTURE

1. WP: Project management 

2. Thematic WP 1: Assessment of availability and use of public 

funds supporting climate change mitigation 

3. Thematic WP 2: Energy Planning for low carbon economy 

transition 

4. Thematic WP 3: Mutual learning process and replication 

5. WP: Communication 
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THEMATIC WP 1
Assessment of availability and use of public funds 
supporting climate change mitigation 

Synthesis report
Individual regional 
baseline reports 

Guide to 
preparation

Framework policy 
recommendations

OVERALL OUTPUT:
Policy concept and 
recommendations on the 
use of public funds for 
climate change mitigation
 at EU 
 transnational 
 national and 
 regional levels.
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SCOPE OF THE ASSESSMENT 
WP 1: Assessment of availability and use of public funds 
supporting climate change mitigation 

 Decentralised funds made available from the ESI Funds through the 
Partnership Agreements (national, sectoral or regional operative 
programmes)

 EU low-carbon initiatives (EFSI, ELENA, H 2020, Jessica, loan guarantee 
facilities and cooperation schemes with international financial institutions)

 National/federal funding schemes (grants, subsidized loans, feed in tariffs, 
building integrated RES schemes)

 Cooperation with private stakeholders (EPC, ESCO schemes, crowdfunding, 
venture capital, etc.) 

 Other relevant EU initiatives (e.g. INTERREG)



TAKING COOPERATION FORWARD 10

THEMATIC WP 2
Energy Planning for low carbon economy transition 

REAP Priority 
Matrix 

Individual 
baseline 

energy reports 

Regional 
energy report 

template

Regional 
Energy Action 
Plans (REAPs)

Scenario Tool

Framework policy 
recommendations (WP 1)

Mutual learning (WP 3)

Overall policy and financial 
framework

OVERALL OUTPUT:
Seven regional energy reports
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Thematic WP 3
Mutual learning process and replication 

OVERALL OUTPUTS:
 Training for further exploitation of project results
 Online training package

KEY ACTIVITIES:
 Internal capacity building workshops
 Peer-to-peer learning sessions
 Replication workshops
 Online training package
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SOUTHERN GREAT PLAIN

Proposed priorities: 

 Horizontal areas (climate awareness, 

strengthening policy dialogue)

 Institutional capacity building for regional 

energy/climate protection planning ("Regional 

Climate Agency") 

 Energy efficiency (community, residential and 

farm buildings, community infrastructure) 

 Utilization of renewable energy sources: 

- sustainable biomass management

- solar energy 

- geothermal energy 

 Electromobility 

 Research and development, innovation
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SOUTHERN GREAT PLAIN
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SOUTHERN GREAT PLAIN

short term: until 2030
mid term: until 2040



TAKING COOPERATION FORWARD 15

Danube Region priorities

Priority Area 1: A SMARTER DANUBE REGION

 Developing and enhancing research and innovation capacities and the uptake of advanced technologies;

 Developing skills for smart specialisation, industrial transition and entrepreneurship

Priority Area 2: A GREENER, LOW-CARBON DANUBE REGION

 Promoting renewable energy;

 Promoting climate change adaptation, and disaster risk prevention, resilience, taking into account ecosystem-based 

approaches;

 Promoting access to water and sustainable water management;

 Enhancing protection and preservation of nature, biodiversity and green infrastructure including in urban areas, and 

reducing all forms of pollution.

Priority Area 3: A MORE SOCIAL DANUBE REGION

 Enhancing the effectiveness and inclusiveness of labour markets and access to high quality employment through 

developing social infrastructure and promoting social economy;

 Improving equal access to inclusive and quality services in education, training and lifelong learning through developing 

infrastructure, including by fostering resilience for distance and online education and training;

 Enhancing the role of culture and sustainable tourism in economic development, social inclusion and social innovation

Priority Area 4: A BETTER COOPERATION GOVERNANCE IN THE DANUBE REGION

 Enhancing institutional capacity of public authorities and stakeholders to implement macro-regional strategies and sea-

basin strategies, as well as other territorial strategies.
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Danube Region recommendations

• Increase the social participation in decision-making processes

• Strengthening regional green governance at NUTS 2 level

• Development of Energy Communities

• Horizontal issues

- promotion of local energy and climate planning (SECAPs) according to
methodology of the Covenant of Mayors.
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Thank you for your attention!
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Questions and answers


