
THE 
IMPORTANCE 
OF BUFFER 
ZONES

LANDSCAPE PARK STRUNJAN

Working with Public Authorities and Privates

By: Robert Smrekar, director



Main topic:

The development of a common strategy to foster

the sustainable tourism involving public authorities 

and privates, and how a buffer zone serve as a tool 

to mitigate the impact of tourism



Established by 
Two Local 
Municipalities

The Lanscape Park Strunjan

Joint Decree of the Municipality of Piran and 

Izola in 1990.

428 Hectares

2 Nature Reserves, 1 Natural Monument, 13 

Natural Values.



PARK LOCATION

Northern Adriatic, Gulf of Trieste, 

Slovenian Coast.

PARK MANAGEMENT

Public Institute Landscape Park 

Strunjan, est. 2009



Saltpans
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The Smallest and the 

Northernmost Saltpans in 

the Mediterranean Basin



The Only Slovenian Marine Lagoon - Stjuža
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"The Largest Marine 
Protected Area in 

the Slovenian Sea"
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One of the Most 

Conserved Cultural 

Landscape on Slovenian 

Coast.



Pressure:

And Rising

400.000
Visitors per year



Overtourism. On Land And on the Sea



Seeking the Balance Between Nature Protection, Businesses and Local Inhabitants



The 
Engagement 
of Local 
Authorities

Detailed Analysis

Contact With Decision-makers

Clear Vison

Provide Solutions, Not Problems



Buffer Zones

Two Buffer Zones:

Belvedere Terraces 

(Municipality of Izola)

and

Strunjan (Municipality of 

Piran)
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Alternatives to Car 

Usage

Activities:
(To be Included in Spatial Regulatory Acts)

Stationary Traffic 

Regulation
Visitors Awareness Buffer Zones



The Belvedere Terraces

The Terraces

Entry Point

Potential Degradation

Municipal Spatial Plan

Buffer Zone

Glamping and Info-point



Alternative Means of Transport

Electric Mini-bus

Financed by the Municipality, 
Local Businesses and CEETO

Bus Route

Connected the Most Visited 
Spots

Timetable With Logos

A Trip Every 30 Minutes



Local 
Businesses 
Involvement

Focus on Their Business Plans and 

Interests

Find Common Ground

Involve Them in the Management 

Process



Protected Areas are a Long-term Business Oportunity Only if the Tourism is Sustainable.



Sustainable Tourism Should be Based on 
Three Pil lars:  Nature Protection, Business 
and Local Inhabitants

Buffer Zones are an Effective Tool in the Mitigation 

of Negative Effects of Tourism

Managers of PA's,  Local Authorit ies and 
Businesses Have Many Common Issues and 
Interests

Be a Problem-solver (Rather Than Trouble-maker)

Nourish Personal Relationsips

Lessons 
Learned


